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RESOLUTION: Nemours Children’s Hospital
April  2007

Executive Summary: We strongly urge AHCA (Agency for Health Care
Administration) to approve the Certificate of Need for Nemours Foundation
to build a children's hospital in Orlando.

Whereas: The Nemours Foundation wishes to build an 82 bed children's hospital in Orlando with
a five bed Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and an eight bed Level III Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, and Nemours can and will pay the cost of construction, and all children seen
receive one high standard of care regardless of their financial status. Eligible families pay for
services according to their capability, based on family income and special adverse
circumstances. The Nemours Foundation operates a special national program to fund the
difference; and,

Whereas: Our national infant death rate is the highest of all industrial countries, and Florida’s
infant death rate is among the highest in the nation and Orange County Health Department is
already wrestling with overcrowding of clinics by immigrant and uninsured women and children,
and may be forced to close these clinics to pregnant women, causing even more babies to be born
without prenatal care.  In 2005 Florida had over 1,600 infant deaths and over 19,800 low birth
weight babies. Orange County Health Department says, "Sufficient sustainability is
doubtful with current resources and future predictions.”; and,

Whereas:   The number of children admitted to a hospital in Central Florida grew by 37%
in the past five years, from 11,684 admissions to 16,029; however the number of pediatric
hospital beds shrank by 24% during that time, from 328 beds to 249 beds.  Costs to local
hospitals for a full capacity neonatal intensive care unit are ten times greater than care for healthy
babies born without complications; and,

Whereas: Our utilization of children’s hospital beds is already over the percent which
identifies need: Utilization of pediatric beds in 2005 was 99.25%, and NICU beds at
100.26%, well over the 80% utilization which identifies need.  Although acute care beds can
be diverted to pediatric care, the availability of acute care beds will diminish as population
increases and utilization of acute care beds is already near the 75% level which identifies need;
and,
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